
Living in a Beautiful Park
Information about Rapid City and the Black Hills Area
As Reported by the Old Timer at the South Dakota Settler News

Small Town Living with Big City Activities, Services & Advantages 
The Rapid City limits cover about 45 square miles (larger than the San Francisco,
CA, city limits) with a population of about 80,000 people. In that area, we enjoy
large parks and formal gardens, picnic
areas, greenways, recreation and playing
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Year-Around Fishing and Great Hunting
From fly fishing to ice fishing, the season never closes in South Dakota which
makes the pursuit of trout a year-round sport. The Black Hills are home to 14
mountain lakes and more than 300 miles of meandering
streams containing
surrounding prairie
are brimming with
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A few years ago, a family (newly arrived from Kansas) was working with us to buy a
home. At one point, the wife, who had been driving around on her own, called in
despair and said, “I hate it here. Wherever I try to drive, there’s a hill in the way.”
Now, after living here awhile, she has the right attitude - those hills offer great
views (and exceptional weather)!

Rapid City - The City of Presidents 
Imagine walking down St. Joseph Street and Main Street in Rapid City; and, on
your way,  meeting past American Presidents. They are found on downtown street
corners, standing life size, and created in bronze by leading
Western South Dakota sculptors.  Each President is
actual height and dressed appropriately for the period in
which he lived.  Every year since 2000, two Presidents
from the beginning of the Presidency and two contemporary
past Presidents have been created and placed on Rapid
City’s downtown streets, and the project is now nearing its
completion date of 2010. Visitors and residents alike are
able to walk among the Presidents and be photographed
face to face and side by side with them. That is especially
enjoyable for children and their grandparents.  Just park
your car and enjoy the walking tour! 

A Word About Real Estate and the Necessary Information to Help You! 
With decades of knowledge and experience in our chosen career, our sales team
professionals have consistently solved problems and provided information to
thousands of clients, customers, families and businesses just looking for information
and assistance to help them make the best decisions for their futures. We
accomplish that with systems and professional services to do the job right. We are
not the largest real estate firm in this area, nor do we have a franchise. What we do

have is a method of doing business and connections to
provide state-of-the-art services and resources, save
costs and get results. To further help, we are members
of Leading Real Estate Companies of the World™, the
nation’s largest independent Realtor organization.
We’re also supporters of the Rapid City Chamber of
Commerce and the Rapid City Economic Development
Partnership and members of the Black Hills

Association of Realtors, National Association of Realtors, and the Black Hills Board
of Realtors. Check out our sites, compare services and tell us what you want. 

Note:  History & Who We Are 
Our great grandfather and grandmother left Denmark
and settled in Dakota Territory just before South
Dakota Statehood. That may not qualify us as natives
but certainly long-term settlers. With a five generation
history in the state, we hope that some of our
experience and knowledge will offer visitors an



understanding and insight into life in the Black Hills - the beautiful Paha Sapa.
Today we are professional Realtors. We locate properties, we sell properties and we
are an information resource for this area. We do not have paid advertising on this
site but offer links and articles about the Black Hills. Enjoy and if you have any
information requests, let us know. The Rabens 

WE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
are comprised of different heritages, religions and other variations but our common
bonds are our freedoms and being Americans first and foremost. In this troubled
and fast-changing world, we must sustain our system of government and work as
one toward its preservation. The tragedy of September 11, 2001, acted as a catalyst
to unify us toward the goal of protecting our way of life, our people and our
democratic heritage. When many of our ancestors arrived here, they were seeking
the very things that, by and large, we enjoy today. We are aware of the injustices
that occurred to Black Americans and the unfairness that affected Native

Americans, but this time there is an

V

opportunity that we had not earlier realized.
In the past, when people asked us about our
own family roots, we usually responded with
Danish or English or German American, as
other groups do. What if, when we are asked
from now on, we say proudly "American" of
Danish heritage (or Polish, Indian, Black,
etc.) but, first and foremost, an AMERICAN
who is proud to live in and be a citizen of the
United States of America.
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